The King’s Christian High school
Summer Reading 2017
Timothy 2:15
Dear High School Students and Parents,
We know you are looking forward to a relaxing summer before beginning the pressures of another
school year....and what better way to relax than to lose yourself in a classic tale of adventure and
imagination?
One of our goals at The King’s Christian School is to help students realize the benefits of reading. We
believe you want to be successful in whatever you undertake in life. In order to become a more
knowledgeable individual, a better reader, and a stronger writer who can impact the world for Christ,
take some time each day this summer to practice one of the simplest, most time-proven methods for a
lifetime of success - READ!
IMPORTANT: Every student is expected to READ AND ANNOTATE the summer reading books according
to the annotation directions included with this document. They can expect a test and / or additional
writing assignments based on this book. Failure to complete the summer reading assignment will result
in grade reductions for the first quarter.
Students will be tested on ALL required selections listed below; in addition, they may be asked to write
about the selections.
9th Grade English All Sections: : The Giver by Lois Lowry (ISBN-10: 0544336267)
10th Grade English All Sections: Running for my Life: One Lost Boy’s Journey from the Killing Fields of
Sudan to the Olympic Games by Lopez Lomong (ISBN-10: 1595555153)
11th Grade College Prep English:  The Martian by Andy Weir
(Copies will be provided by the school & distributed in English class before the school year ends;
new students must pick up a copy in the office.)
11th Grade AP English:
“I Know Why the Caged Bird Cannot Read: How American High School Students Learn to Loathe
Literature” by Francine Prose,
The Martian by Andy Weir (Copies of The Martian will be provided by the school & distributed in
English class before the school year ends; new students must pick up a copy in the office).
12th Grade College Prep English: E nder’s Game by Orson Scott Card (ISBN · 0-312-93208-1)
12th Grade AP English:
“The Thing in the Forest” by A.S. Byatt,
How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster,
No Fear Shakespeare’s The Tempest by William Shakespeare
If you have any questions, incoming freshmen and sophomores may e-mail Mrs. Bowman
(sbowman@tkcs.org); Juniors & seniors may e-mail Miss Reid (sreid@tkcs.org).

How to Annotate
Annotating a text is NOT simply underlining or
highlighting important sentences. It means MAKING
NOTES to yourself. The purpose is to help digest the
information you are reading. One of the most common
complaints about annotating is that it slows down the
reading process. That is the point! Slow down so you can
really process the information. By taking the time to
underline, question, predict, etc, as you read, you
understand the text on a much deeper level! If you
annotate texts as you read, you cannot help but pay attention to what you are reading. Also, it
will be easier to find the important information if it is marked. Once you get in the habit of
annotating, reading will become a much more meaningful and memorable experience.
Where should I start?
As you read, view the text as if it were a person talking to you. If you are confused, stop and
write a question in the margins about what confuses you. If you passionately agree with a
statement (or disagree), tell the author how you feel by writing your opinion next to the
passage. Use the margins and white space to make your notes
What should I mark?
● Characterization: What are the characters key traits? How do you know this? As you
read look for clues in the characters’ actions, words, thoughts, and other details. Does
the character grow and change? how? MARK IT! Highlight key quotes that identify
characters.
● Figurative Language: Look for examples of imagery, simile, metaphor, personification,
symbolism, allusion, hyperbole or any other type of figurative language you notice.
● Setting:  What do you learn about the time, the place, the culture and the atmosphere?
● Plot events: Identify elements of including the (inciting force, rising, action, climax,
falling action, resolution.
● Make connections. If there are words, phrases, or ideas that connect, draw an arrow to
physically connect the two ideas. If a particular part reminds you of something, make
note of it next to the passage
● New Vocabulary: Circle new words and define them.
It’s often helpful to use symbols to mark each of these items; if you do, make a key that
identifies your symbols, and use it as a bookmark or copy it into the front cover of your book!
Attached is an example of a well-annotated book.

Taken from “How to Mark a Book” by Peter Stephens, on Slowreads.com

